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United States Senators and Congressmen stood up in Washington and
spoke farewells, some bitter, some sad. United States postmasters, judges,
district attorneys, customs collectors, by the hundreds sent their resignations
to Washington. The mint for coining United States money at New Orleans,
and two smaller mints, were taken over by the Confederate States. Of the
noS officers of the United States Regular Army, 387 were preparing
resignations, many having already joined the Confederate forces. Governors
of seceded States marched in troops and took over seventeen forts that had
cost the United States $6,000,000, marine hospitals and arsenals, custom-
houses and lighthouses at scores of points.
The revolution hinged first on what the United States Government would
do about forts, arsenals, customhouses, property gone from its possession.
The country expected the President-elect, Abraham Lincoln3 to speak out on
that subject in his inaugural address on arrival at the capital.
Violence, the snieli of the kill, was in the air. If Lincoln should try to
retake the seized forts, he would have to kill and kill in sickening numbers,
said a Congressman from Kentucky: "From the blood of your victims, as
from the fabled dragons* teeth, will spring up crops of armed men, whose
religion it will be to hate and curse you.* In the vet}' air of the City of
Washington was corning a sense of change, of some new deal, of an impend-
ing programme to be wrought out on historic anvils in smoke and mist anj
reckless slang, of old bonds and moorings broken beyond holding by oW
thongs and anchors.
Only the hard of hearing had not heard of the Crittenden Compromise
that winter. AH territory north of the southern boundary line of Missouri,
running to the Pacific Ocean, would be free soil for ever, and all territory
south of that line would be slave soil forever, by Constitutional Amendment,
said the Crittenden Compromise. And the Constitution would furthermore
declare that Congress was forbidden ever to abolish slavery or interfere with
it in Slave States or in the District of Columbia. Furthermore, the national
Government would pay slaveowners for slave property lost through action
of mobs or law courts in the North. Thus Old Man Crittenden would
bargain with the seceded States and give them all they might ask for to stay
in the Union.
John Brown, the hanged and buried abolitionist, was out of jail, out of
his grave, stalking as a tall ghost of terror and insurrection to the South,
moving as an evangel telling the antislavery cohorts of the North that taxes,
war, sacrifice, rivers of blood, intimate death and personal obliteration, were
better than peace and conciliation bought by saying Yes to slavery. Between
extremist South and North? language was gone, words had been sucked of